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STUDENT DRUG-TESTING PROGRAMS
THE FACTS AND THE NEED

# By the 12th grade more than one-third of high school seniors have used drugs.1  

# Teens surveyed say drugs are their number one concern.2

# 62% of high-school students and 28% of middle-school students report they attend schools where drugs
are used, kept or sold.3

# Marijuana use more than triples among students who attend schools where drugs are used, kept
or sold: 29 percent of teens who attend non-drug-free schools have tried marijuana, compared to
nine percent of those who attend drug-free schools.4 

# Substance abuse adds at least $41 billion dollars to the costs of elementary and secondary education in
terms of special education, teacher turnover, truancy, property damage injury, counseling, and other
costs.5

# Schools that have implemented non-disciplinary student drug testing programs have found the programs
to be effective in reducing drug use and improving the learning environment for all students.6 

# 80% (2002-03 school year) and 79% (2003-04 school year) of schools with random student
drug-testing programs achieved scores higher than the state average on the mandated
graduation test for grades 10-12.7

www.studentdrugtesting.org


